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More than 15 years ago, a citizens� commission empowered by the City 
of Kansas City, Missouri saw the need to take steps toward dealing 
with solid waste and protecting the environment. The city agreed, 
and one of the actions taken was contracting with Bridging The Gap 
to start community recycling centers. At that time, very few people 
perceived the need to protect the environment; even fewer understood 
the phrase �environmental sustainability.� Now, all over Kansas City, in 
coffee shops and government of�ces, around kitchen tables and board 
room tables, people are talking about sustainability. These sustainability 
conversations revolve around a question of stewardship: How can we 
care for the natural 
systems of the Earth 
and, at the same 
time, protect our 
economic prosperity?		
	

On behalf of the 
City of Kansas City, 
Missouri, Bridging 
The Gap is honored 
to still be Kansas City�s partner in answering this stewardship 
question by informing, educating and engaging thousands of citizens 
each year in environmental sustainability. Perhaps the most prominent 
demonstration of the efforts of Kansas City, Missouri and Bridging The 
Gap occurs when a car pulls into one of the four Kansas City, Missouri 

Community Recycling Centers with a trunk full 
of glass jars, clean white Styrofoam�, a bag of 
used of�ce paper and a worn computer monitor. In 
2006-07, that kind of occurrence happened nearly 
130,000 times. Kansas City residents are not just 
talking �green;� they brought more than 5 million 
pounds of recycling materials to the Community 
Recycling Centers. 

Because of the City of 
Kansas City, Missouri, the 
many thousands of Kansas 
City residents, Bridging The 
Gap staff and volunteers, 
and many, many partner 
organizations, the land�lls 
in our region did not 
receive 2,564 tons of 
materials in 2006-07. 
Instead, these materials 
were recycled or reused. 
The Environmental 
Protection Agency�s Waste 
Reduction Model (WARM) 
tells us that this amount 
of recycled materials 
represents 1,325 metric 
tons carbon equivalent 
(MTCE). That number may 
not mean anything until it is 
formulated to represent the 
number of cars removed 
in a year. Think of it this 
way: In 2006-07, the 
Community Recycling 
Centers diverted 2,564 
tons of materials from 
land�lls, thus removing 
the carbon emissions of 
1,051 cars in a year. 

The UMKC 
Community 
Recycling 
Center stays 
especially 
busy on 
weekends.
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